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Wednesday,  May  17,  1944 


lubject:  "PROSPECTS  POP  HOME  EOJJIPMENT".  Information  from  War  Production  Board 
ft  .officials,  and  home  economists  of  U . '  S .  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Lately  there's  "been  a  lot  of  discus  si  on  yahout  increased  production  of  the  so- 
called  "durable"  goods  for  civilian^ "aM'  as  a  result  many  homemakers  are  asking 


what  all  this  talk  meana.  Do  we  have  such  a  large  stockpile  of  war  goods  that'  fac- 
tories can  go  hack  to  turning  out  washing  machines  and  vacuum  cleaners  again? 


The  War  Production  Board  says,  No —  emphatically  No.  Our  production  lines  are 
still  busy  with  war  goods,  and  will  be  for  a  long  time  to  come.    So  we  civilians  had 
jest  make  up  our  minds  to  go  on  using  the  equipment  we  have,  and  taking  very  good 
:are  of  it  so  as  to  make  it  last  as  long  as  possible, 

WeWe  asked  officials  of  the  War  Production  Board  about  the  prospects  for  sev- 
eral kinds  of  household  equipment,  and  I'll  tell  you  in  a  minute  what  they  had  to  % 
say.    But  first,  before  I  get  into  that,  let  me  remind  you  about  the  series  of  leaf- 
lets on  conservation  of  home  equipment .  These  leaflets  are  published  by  the  Bureau 
of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics  of  the  TJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Each 
leaflet  takes  up  a  different  subject  —  there's  one  each  on  refrigerators ...  sewing- 
machines ..  .vacuum  cleaners .electric  cords... gas  and  electic  stoves, . .household 
rubber. . .washing  machines ,. .and  ironing  equipment.    You  can  get  any  of  these  leaf- 
lets free  of  charge  by  writing  to  the  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  . 


no  prospect  any  will  be  made  in  the  near  future.  Some  refrigerators  ard  still  in 
stock,  but  they're  being  released  only  for  military  needs,  or  for  the  use  of  docto 
and  hospitals,  or  for  war  housing  where  ice  is  not  available.  But  repair  parts  are 


D 


Now  for  the  report  on  the  various  articles  we  asked  the  WPB  about: 
Refrigerators:  No  new  mechanical  refrigerators  are  being  made  now,  and  there's 
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ing  made  and  can  be  had  without  priorities. 

And  if  you  need  a  refrigerator  "badly,  the  prospects  aren't  entirely  black,  be- 
.use  a  program  has  been  approved  for  making  600,000  ICEBOXES  for  civilians  this  year. 
Irons:  The  WPB  has  comparatively  good  news  when  it  comes  to  electric  irons — 
Ihe  WPB  is  trying  to  schedule  the  production  of  two  million  electric  irons  where 
irons  can  be  made  without  interfering   with  war  production. 

Vacuum  cleaners;  Vacuum  cleaner  factories  are  all  making  equipment  to  help  • 
clean  up  the  Fazis  and  the  Japs.    A  very  few  new  vacuums  are  still  in  the  stores. 

Sewing  machines:  The  WPB  says  no  factories  are  making  sewing  machines  now  but 
'he  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines  have  their  own  rationing  system  for  putting  the 
achines  on  the  market,  and  as  a  result  a  limited  number  of  new  machines  are  avail- 
.ble  without  priorities.    Also,  a  good  many  used  machines  can  be  found.    Parts  for 
sewing  machines  are  being  manufactured,  but  attachments  are  Jiot. 

Washing  machines:  Uo  washing  machines  have  been  manufactured  since  early  1942, 
ind  there's  no  likelihood  of  any  being  made  in  the  near  future.  .. 

Electric  ranges;  Things  are  looking  up  here.    After  a  period  during  which  none 
were  made  at  all,  the  WPB  recently  authorized  the  manufacture  of  68,000  new  elec- 
tric stoves  for  war  housing  projects  and  other  civilian  uses  in  1944.    The  stoves 
probably  won't  be  ready,  though,  until  late  in  the  year.    Some  repair  and  replace- 
ment parts  for  electric  stoves  are  still  being  made. 

Gas  ranges:  Here  again  the  news  is  good.    Of  course  gas  ranges  have  been  manu- 
factured right  along,  but  a  recent  WPB  order  removed  restrictions  on  iron  and  steel 
parts  for  gas  ranges,  so  the  new  ones  will  be  more  durable  than  the  war  models  made 
up  to  now.    Of  course,  you  know  all  cooking  stoves,  including  gas  and  electric 
ranges,  are  still  rationed. 

And  that  about  covers  the  most  important  items  of  home  equipment.    As  this  sur- 
vey shows,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  stores  will  again  carry  anything  like 
the  pre-war  array  of  gleaming  refrigerators,  washers,  and  other  home  equipment.  And 
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ny  motor  driven  equipment  is  still  out  because  of  the  large  number  of  motors  needed 
n  combat  equipment.  So  it's  up  to  every  homemaker  to  "keep  rem  operating  by  taking" 
food  care  of  what  she  has. 

Here  are  a  few  general  highlights  that  may  help  you  with  that  job:    Keep  equip- 
ment clean.    Know  how,  when  and  if  to  oil  a  piece  of  equipment.    Treat  electric  cords 
/and  plugs  gently.     If  an  instruction  sheet  came  with  any  piece  of  equipment,  know 
those  instructions.     In  case  you've  lost  them,  perhaps  the  manufacturer  can  still 
supply  you  with  a  new  copy. 

And  let  me  remind  you  again  about  the  equipment  leaflets.    The  series  tells 
low  to  get  longer  service  from  refrigerators .. .washing  machines .. .ranges .. .ironing 
quipment .. .vacuum  cleaners .. .household  rubber .. .electric  cords. ..and  sewing  ma* 
hines.    If  you'd  like  one  or  more  of  these  publications,  write  to  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

# 


